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(57) Abstract: Information is recorded at an increased information 
density by forming a projection/recess pattern on a thin film of a 
polymer compound having an azobenzene structure by projecting 
light onto the thin film. A linearly polarized circular laser beam or 
an elliptic (or rectangular) laser beam having bright/dark stripes is 
projected onto an azobenzene polymer thin film, and a surface relief 
pattern featured a line of alternation of k recesses and k+l projections 
is formed. By using the anisotropy of the pattern, a novel information 
recording/reproducing method is realized. 
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